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My Thoughts
Many theories have been put forward to explain the high rates of homicides in the U.S. relative to other similarly developed countries. One significant difference is the right of Americans to bear arms, which citizens of some of these other countries do not (Eisner, 2013). Gun ownership in some of these other countries is not a right, it is a privilege, and just because one is a citizen of that particular country does not imply that they can own or carry a gun. While countries like Mexico do not permit gun ownership but have higher murder rates than the U.S., in reality, many Americans are never aware of the fact that the Mexican constitution guarantees all Mexicans the right to own a rifle or handgun for hunting or self-defense. Then, except for the U.S., this privilege is tightly regulated in most Western democracies. 
Poverty. The U.S. has numerous high density urban where with rampant, intergenerational and systematic poverty. Drug laws within the country make drug trafficking seem a lucrative and attractive opportunity for the impoverished and those in the middle class falling into the poverty direction. Since the country's laws come short of protecting the ‘rights' of individuals in their chosen ‘businesses' these people then put measures in place to protect themselves; these persons – in their thoughts – then use intimidation and violence to bring order to the communities in which they live. And indeed, guns make it easier.
Another postulate for this abuse of substances: the federal and state governments have often been reported to refuse to treat persons with drug addiction problems institutionally, these governments instead criminalize illegal drug use and slap guilty parties with heavy decade-long mandatory incarcerations (Eisner, 2013). This non-goodwill from the government to treat affected individuals is compounded by factors such as poverty and the various challenges, such as lack of resources that treatment providers face. Persons who successfully overcome drug addiction also end up going right back to the old environment that led to the drug dependence problems. The compounding of poor socio-economic status with impulsiveness and diminished judgments, these persons ultimately end up having a high propensity towards committing heinous crimes, including murder (Phelps, 2017).
Other theories include despair and the horrible treatment of slaves and their descendants for hundreds of years. Others also point to the U.S. bordering countries in Latin America which have some of the highest murder rates in the world as blowback for the U.S.'s support of dictators, overthrowing uncooperative governments in coups, and pressuring them to do our dirty work in the war on drugs (Soares & Naritomi, 2010). 
Why Different Theories Persist
The bottom line is that we for sure do not know the cause of the problem. It is ridiculous to compare the U.S., a continent like country with a diverse population of >300 million people with countries such as Australia, Canada (both of which have less than 10% of the people in the U.S.) or thereof any other country in Western Europe. Besides, the U.S. has places with high rates of homicides, and others when the acts are non-existent. In this sense then, the fallacies of statistical number make the comparisons useless.
The understanding of crime can be analogically be compared to real estate: location matters. If one needs to grasp the homicide in the U.S. wholly, one needs to do so at a granular level. Vast differences in the rates of murders can be realized in as short distances as 20 miles dependent on one’s location.
For surely, there exist no definite causes of the phenomenon. Another problem is that the U.S. lobby groups think that finding out through policy experiments is more expensive than the loss of life. Pragmatism sometimes, in other countries too, takes a back seat to ideology. A lack of willingness to find out why and the right to bear arms are my best bets.
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